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ABSTRACT 
	The research project Mijn Straat (My Street) started in 2015 in cooperation with the city of Amsterdam and number of housing associations. The research focuses on the relation between the physical design of streets and its relation to social interaction between the inhabitants. A large body of research has shown that social interaction, produced by encounters of inhabitants, correlates with healthy, social resilient cities, as they increase understanding between cultures, reduce loneliness and create a feeling of safety. Modernist post war neighbourhoods lack traditional streetscapes, leading up to challenging public realms, whereas those neighbourhoods tend to have a challenging social fabric. Mijn Straat focuses on those areas and the relation between the physical space and social space.

As a case in point, neighbourhoods within the western suburbs of the Algemeen Uitbreidingsplan Amsterdam (General Extension Plan Amsterdam) were selected. Built in the nineteen fifties and sixties, it is the largest post-war neighbourhood in the Netherlands and a typical example of the post-war architecture of the modern movement. Over time the demographic of the area has evolved from a working class neighbourhood to an area with a large (former) migrant community. From the 1990s the area has been facing a range of social problems including unemployment, low incomes and a high crime rate. In addition, practical problems such as poorly maintained public realm and neglected apartments mean many homes are no longer suitable for the current needs of residents. Since then, multiple social and physical renewal programs have been conducted, with considerable progress. Yet, the neighbourhoods underperforms in social interaction and social cohesion, especially in the public space.

Mijn Straat takes on an empirical approach, researching how the physical fabric has developed and was “colonized” by its inhabitants. What physical characteristics of the streets appear to be related to social interaction and what kind of typology can be constructed? The study consists of two parts. First, a detailed spatial analysis and photo survey was conducted. Secondly, a design workshop method was developed to research groups of inhabitants. If they can observe their own street and neighbourhood from an urban design perspective, can they address there appreciations and experiences of the public realm thoroughly and in dialog with their neighbours?

By observing a number of streets and public spaces, a range of devices, conditions and typologies are catalogued that contribute to the possibility of encounter in the public realm. For example, the way the transition between private and public space is designed is crucial in creating an environment where inhabitants can take ownership of their street and the public realm. 

At the end of 2017 the study will be concluded with the publication of a handbook and workshop methodology for analysing streets and including inhabitants experiences in renewal processes. It is intended that this will become a resource, both for architects, designers and their clients as well as for the communities and residents of these neighbourhoods.
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