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This paper provides a longitudinal study investigating some of the key step changes in guidance and resultant performance levels for sound insulation in the UK. A comparison of sound insulation standards with five other EU countries is also provided involving Norway, Finland, Belgium, Netherlands and Germany.
Sound insulation requirements for attached houses and apartments have changed significantly during the last 20 years. Within the UK context sound insulation requirements for new homes have different standards and requirements across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. During the last decade sound insulation has been incorporated within sustainable building guidelines such as Ecohomes, Code for Sustainable Homes, Housing Quality Mark and Section 7: Sustainability of the Scottish building standards. 
During this period the level of design guidance and methodologies for inspection and testing have also increased markedly. The findings demonstrate the significance of industry-government-academic research partnerships which collectively can deliver step changes in knowledge transfer, improved workmanship, higher performance resulting in enhanced quality of life for urban communities. In addition, the paper discusses the proposed new ISO standard for the classification of sound insulation  and the relative impact for the six countries reviewed.
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